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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

Congratulations to the Hillsborough High School 
Class of 2017! The graduation was attended by 
thousands of families and friends on June 20 at 
the Sun National Arena. I wish all of the graduates 
a safe and happy summer and success in their 
future endeavors as their time in our outstanding 
schools comes to a close. I would like to thank the 
extraordinary efforts of the high school 
administration and staff for their tireless work in 
making sure the day was a memorable 
celebration.   
 
As the school year came to an end, we 
recognized our retirees at the Board of Education 
meeting on June 19, 2017. Our retirees spent a 
total of 530 years in the teaching profession! I 
have so much admiration for all of our teachers 
who guide and impact the lives of so many 
children over their teaching careers.  On behalf of 

the administration and the Board of Education, I 
wish all of our retirees health and happiness in 
the future. 
 
Our schools are busy throughout the summer 
with the start of the Extended School Year in 
early July, Summer Enrichment, English as a 
Second Language Summer Program, athletic 
and band camps. Teachers will attend summer 
institutes, summer symposiums and writing 
curriculum in preparation for the start of school in 
September. Don’t forget to visit the district 
website for summer reading!   
 
Schools reopen on Thursday, September 7, 
2017. Click here for the 2017-2018 school 
calendar. I hope you and your family enjoy the 
summer months! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

Summer Activities  
The most wonderful time of the year for you and 
your family may be the holidays, it may be the 
beginning of the school year, or it may be the end 
of the school year and the long, lazy days of 
summer. Engaging in summer activities that 
reinforce skills and concepts learned throughout 
the year may be beneficial for your child and fun 
for the entire family! Here are just a few 
suggestions: 
 
 Keep a weather chart including temperature 

and observations 
 Create mathematics problems out of real 

life situations; especially problems concerning 
money, time, distance, shopping, budgeting, 
and predicting 

 Choose a word-of-the-day and encourage 
your child to research it and look for it in his/
her reading 

 Start or expand a collection of feathers, 
flowers, rocks, shells, or anything else your 

child finds interesting and discuss how to 
organize and classify them 

 Read, read, read to a younger child, a 
pet, or even a stuffed animal 

 Set up your own family book club- choose 
a book for the family to read and discuss 
sitting on your deck or around a fire pit 

 Discover new and exciting places- 
anything that is different from what is 
typically seen at home 

 Plan family menus and assist in 
preparation of dinner by shopping for 
groceries while remaining within a budget 

 Plan mini-vacations or day trips by 
collecting travel folders, marking highway 
routes on a map, locating the destination 
utilizing a map app, estimate daily mileage 
and costs 

 Reflect on each event and write about it in 
a journal or notebook 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The last leg of                                                               
the 2017-18 
school year 
journey was 
f i l l ed  wi th 
many events. 
We certainly 
ended our 

school year busy and excited. 
 
On May 5, the 3rd grade participated in the 
Living Wax Museum. Prior to this event, 
each 3rd grade student chose a famous 
person who made an impact on today’s 
society. The student choices consisted of 
athletes, scientists, thinkers, presidents, 
entertainers, authors, polit icians, 
entrepreneurs and many more. Once a 
student made his/her choice and was 
approved by the classroom teacher, he/she 
began the research. The student’s goal: 
strive to become that “face in history!” 
 
The opening of the museum was met with 
great excitement from students, parents 
and community members. It was designed 
to be informative and interactive. As visitors 
entered the museum, the museum curators 
(3rd grade teachers) and silence greeted 
them. The students, dressed as their icons, 
lined the walls. Posters were hung on the 
walls to identify and provide information for 
the visitors. The characters came alive at 
the touch of a button and treated guests to 
a short summary of their greatest 
achievements. The students and visitors 
walked away with new knowledge and a 
keener insight into the figures that have 
shaped our society and culture. 
 
On April 28, we hosted our annual Science 
Fair. With over 130 student participants, 
there was so much to learn. The students 
dazzled us with their knowledge and 
charisma! We were to be dazzled again at 
our annual Kids Variety Show. The stage 
was alive with a variety of talents. I am sure 

there were some future stars on that 
stage. Thank you ASHA and Mr. Miller! 
 
Our 3rd grade participated in the 
Pillowcase Project, organized by our 
school nurse, Mrs. Zagari. This program 
is run by the Red Cross and teaches 
students about personal and family 
preparedness, safety skills, local 
hazards, and basic coping skills. The 
Red Cross volunteers led students 
through a “learn, practice, share” 
framework to engage them in disaster 
preparedness and survival skills. 
Students received a sturdy pillowcase in 
which to build their personal emergency 
supplies kit. 
 
About 40 children participated in our 
school-wide Reading Fair run by 
Rebecca Barajas, school librarian. 
Students read a book and prepared a 
storyboard and oral presentation. 
Students became story experts defining 
characters, setting, problems and more. 
Students presented during an evening 
event breathing life into their books for 
the listeners. I found a book or two to 
put on my summer reading list. 
 
Mrs. Penyak and Ms. Oliver prepared 
special activities for us to celebrate our 
differences during multicultural week.  
Students decorated paper dolls to show 
a heritage or country. The dolls were 
put on display in the Commons. We 
encouraged students to bring an item 
that represented their culture or country 
of interest to share with the class. On 
June 1, students wore traditional 
clothing from a country of choice or the 
colors of their flag. Everyday students 
shared facts and stories about their 
culture during morning announcement. 
The Amsterdam Eagle was a world 
traveler this week. As he traveled 

around the world, he left hints as to 
where he was.  
 
On June 2, we held our Annual 
Locks of Love program run by 
Mrs.Caudill, 4th grade teacher. Over 
30 students, parents, teachers and 
friends made the “cut” by donating at 
least 10 inches of hair to Wigs for 
Kids. In addition, we collected $500 
for this wonderful cause. 
 
Under the direction of Mrs. 
Katherine Nicolai, art teacher, the 
students created a wall mural. The 
scene displays Amsterdam School 
in a setting of hot air balloons!  If you 
look carefully, you can even find Dr. 
Mullady flying above the school in 
the AMS balloon. This project 
exemplifies our sense of community 
and creative flair. Thank you, ASHA, 
for providing the materials for this 
project. 
 
Field Day was such an awesome 
day! The sun was shining, the 
children were playing and everyone 
was smiling. Mr. Caudill and Mr. 
Rourke organized the day with 
fabulous and creative stations for all 
grade levels. The whole school also 
participated in our Young Author’s 
Sharing Day. Students shared their 
writing pieces with each other.  
 
Sadly, the journey has ended for the 
2016-2017 school year but we are 
already planning great things for the 
new school year.  
 
Amsterdam wishes everyone a 
wonderful summer! See you in 
September! 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

everything they had learned this year. 
Congratulations to the iRun girls for a great 
end to all of their hard work! Thank you to 
Mrs. Hopson and the iRun coaches! 
 
In late May, HES students and staff 
celebrated Multicultural Week. Throughout 
the course of the week, students 
participated in activities in their classes and 
decorated hallways. The week ended in a 
Multicultural Assembly with students and 
parents performing dances and songs 
related to their cultural backgrounds. HES 
proudly represents many cultures, religions 
and ethnicities! Thank you to Mrs. Betty 
Borto for her hard work in coordinating 
these events. 
 
Amidst all of the learning and hard work 
going on at HES, the school always 
remembers to take care of the body as well 
as the mind. Mrs. Rutz and Mr. Jenkins led 
the way! In Tiny Town, older students help 
younger students learn important life skills 
as they maneuver through town on 
scooters. In Golf Town, students enjoy 
playing miniature golf inside the school. 
Finally, in our annual Field Day, students 
and staff, with the assistance of many 
parents, enjoyed events that built teamwork, 
had an educational component to them, or 
were just a whole lot of fun! Thank you to 
the parents who helped out with this event.  
It could not be done without the volunteers, 
who joined us for the day and kept 
hundreds of elementary students moving 
from start to finish. We were not stopped by 
the rain and had a great time with our 
indoor field day activities! 
 

Hil lsborough 
E l e m e n t a r y 
held its first 
a n n u a l 
science/STEM 
fair, combining 
a traditional 
science fair 
with science, 
t e c h n o l o g y , 
math, and 
e n g i ne e r i n g 

(STEM) using the engineering design process. 
Students created a wide array of projects, and 
they were thrilled to participate in competitive 
events including a cardboard challenge, 
mousetrap racers, and designing popsicle 
bridges. HES kicked off the STEM science fair 
with a Sciencetellers assembly that was 
enjoyable and educational. Students promised 
to pursue science and exploration as they 
learned from the knowledgeable and 
entertaining presenter, Science Teller Andrew 
Piccirillo, who is also an HES parent! Thank you 
to the HES Home & School for providing the 
funding for this wonderful event with all of its 
new twists on a classic science fair. 
 
Few things are more exciting to young learners 
than getting a new book! HES Stars 
participated in a school-wide book swap at the 
end of May. Already read books were brought 
from home and students had the opportunity to 
swap them out for new books brought in by 
their peers. Every student left with at least one 
book, and they had a great time building 
interest in their classmates as they shared 
beloved books with those in other grades. 

 
HES is very 
proud of the 
girls who 
participated 
in iRun this 
y e a r . 
Focusing on 
s e l f -
a f f i r m i n g 
a t t i t u d e s 
a n d 

behaviors, the girls learned ways to improve the 
fitness of their mind, body, and soul. After 
months of preparation, they participated in a 5K 
that was also the culminating celebration of 

Thank you to 
the veterans 
and current 
members of the 
military who 
risked all to 
k e e p 
democracy and 
our citizens 
safe. On Flag 
Day this year, 
HES students learned about the 
importance and symbolism of the US 
flag, and our special guests spoke to the 
students about their experiences and 
the importance of seeking peaceful 
solutions to conflict. 
 
Congratulations to next year’s student 
leaders, the members of the HES Safety 
Patrol! Our rising 4th graders are 
represented by Victoria B., Jayden C., 
Sharon C., Camila C., Jacob D., Julia 
E., Dylan F.,  Caroline G., Roshan J., 
Evan M., Bryan N., Rashi R., Carly S., 
and Miranda V. The new patrol 
members will be advised by Mrs. 
Muldoon and Miss Gradone. 
 
As summer arrived, Hillsborough 
Elementary said farewell to our 4th 
graders as they head off to Auten Road 
Intermediate School. They were 
celebrated on June 2 at our annual 
Fourth Grade Day, held at the 
Hillsborough Racquet Club for a day of 
fun and friendship. On the final day of 
school, the younger students held a 
“clap out” to acknowledge all the work of 
the older students and to wish them well 
at ARIS!  We hope that HES holds a 
special place in their hearts as they 
continue to grow up in the Hillsborough 
Schools. 
 
We would also like to recognize and 
celebrate the beloved staff members 
who retired this year. Thank you to 
lunch aide Carmela Palatone, Spanish 
teacher Debbie Miller, and guidance 
counselor Ellen Stem. Each of these 
wonderful staff members has  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

activities as well, that included 
a teacher dunk tank. There was a 
lot of motivation for the students to 
sink their teachers! Overall, almost 
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d  f o r 
Sunnymead. 
 
First Grade Happenings 
First grade students have been 
working hard on solving all types of 
mysteries. It all started with Read 
Across America week when they 
had to look for clues to find out 
”Who Stole the Box Top Trophy?” 
They became such good detectives 
that our music teacher, Mrs. 
Damiano, decided they could 
perform the musical “Who Pushed 
Humpty? ”  The  1s t  g rade 
performers took turns reciting and 
acting out favorite nursery rhymes. 
The stage was visited by such 
favorites as The Three Little 
Kittens, The Old Woman Who 
Lived in a Shoe, Three Blind Mice, 
The Noble Duke of York, and Little 
Bo Peep. Each nursery rhyme 
character presented different 
reasons for how Humpty was 
pushed either on purpose or by 
accident. Finally, after all the 
evidence was presented, the 
audience was invited to complete a 
survey with their guess. Was 
Humpty pushed? You’ll have to 
decide for yourself! 
 
Kindergarten Korner 
The Spring was filled with 
enthralling activities. We started the 
month learning how to hatch eggs. 
A farmer from Morganics Farm 
dropped off 12 eggs in each of our 

Run for Fund 
Sunnymead was abuzz for the last few 
weeks of  May and June.  A 
unique fundraiser was conceived that 
would raise enough money to cool 
the school, by adding air conditioning 
units to parts of the building. 
The event was called "Run for Fund.” 
It was an ambitious undertaking 
by Dr. Jenkins, Laura Wynkoop 
(Physical Education teacher), a 
number of staff members, HSA 
members and volunteers. These folks  
dedicated a great deal of time and 
energy to make it all happen. In 
conjunction with outdoor education 
day, the goal for the students was to 
raise money during the weeks leading 
up to the event. During the actual "run" 
portion of the day, the students 
worked hard for the money they 
raised, running about a mile each. It 
was not an easy task, especially for 
the kindergarteners! If the goal 
of running about 450 miles was 
achieved, Dr. Jenkins promised to dye 
her hair pink. Well, the students came 
close, but fortunately for Dr. 
Jenkins, she was able to retain her 
actual hair color. At least the 
students have something to shoot for, 
for next year's run. Run for 
Fund had some ancillary fundraising 

classrooms for us to take care of 
through the use of an incubator. 
Over three weeks, the children 
learned how the chicks grew 
inside the eggs, as well as what 
the eggs need for a successful 
hatching. After 21 days our chicks 
hatched. We spent the week 
observing our chicks, caring for 
them, reading about them, and 
writing in a Chick Journal about 
their basic needs.  We also had a 
special Chick Day celebration with 
our families where we sang songs, 
played with the chicks, and made 
a craft. At the end of the month, 
the Kindergarten students made 
their debut on the Sunnymead 
stage with their Kindergarten 
concert “Barnyard Moo-sical.”  
They did a fabulous job and their 
performance was a huge hit with 
everyone!    
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Triangle Elementary School—Mrs. Lisa Heisel, Principal 

Wow! It’s hard to believe that the school 
year is almost over! Every year during 
the winter, the warm weather seems 
like it will never be here! At Triangle 
School, we ended the school year with 
a bang.  
 

We completed our year long “Where in 
the World is Stripes?” multi-cultural 
experience with a fantastic assembly 
showcasing Chinese dance and 
acrobatics. Students dressed in clothing 
showing their cultural roots and shared 
experiences with one another. Thanks 
to Mrs. Caldes-Minck, Mrs. Penyak and 
Ms Zhang for their work all year long! 
 
We held our annual school-wide fun 
day on Friday, June 2 ,and had 
fantastic weather. Students enjoyed all 
of their outdoor activit ies and 
celebrated the beginning of the end of 

the school year. Each 
grade level wore shirts 
of a different color and 
participated in many 
new activities this year, 
assisted by the many 
wonderful parents who 
volunteered to help! 
 
On June 14, Triangle 
School welcomed a 
helicopter and the Drug 
Task Force to a celebration of our 
c o u n t r y .  S t u d e n t s  f r o m 
Hillsborough Middle School’s 
SLC joined Triangle School’s 
students and attended an 
assembly on drug prevention and 
toured the helicopter. 
 
Our fantastic 4th graders 
performed in their final music 
show at Triangle School, with the 
theme of Peace on Earth. Their 
beautiful voices filled the gym 
and their performance on their 
recorders was great! Even Fine 
Arts Supervisor Michael Callahan 
joined in! 
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to 
wish our outgoing 4th graders the 
best of luck next year at Auten 
Road School. We will miss them! 

Triangle School......  
It’s GRRRRRREAT!!! 

 



As the calendar moved into June and the 
temperatures outside rose, Woodfern 
School began to prepare for the end of 
the 2016-2017 school year. Two of 
Woodfern’s most popular traditions are 
our annual Field Day and our Fourth 
Grade Day. 
 
Field Day was held on June 6, 2017. 
Each year, Woodfern’s physical 
education teacher, Mr. Cebula, organizes 
our Field Day. All students at Woodfern 
rotate through many fantastic activities 
involving athletic skills, physical 
movements, dance, etc. to showcase 
many of the skills they have learned over 
the course of the year. Students must 
also collaborate and work together 
throughout these activities. In this, our 
Roadrunners also display sportsmanship, 
fair play, and teamwork. This day would 

not be possible without the help of 
parent volunteers. It is wonderful to 
see so many parents, grandparents, 
and guardians take time out of their 
busy schedules to come to school 
and he lp  make F ie ld  Day 
tremendously successful. 
 
Woodfern’s Fourth Grade Day serves 
as a culmination of our grade four 
Roadrunners’ time spent with us. We 
are very fortunate to have an 
outstanding Home and School 
Association that goes out of its way 
to make this day special. This year, 
the HSA organized a light breakfast, 
followed by numerous activity 
stations. Some of these included 
amazing inflatables and a human-

sized game of Hungry Hungry 
Hippos. Our 4th graders were 
treated to a pizza lunch and an 
Italian ice snack. The DJ set up 
in the gym and our 4th graders 
and their teachers danced up a 
storm! The day ended with our 
outgoing 4th graders receiving 
their yearbooks early so they 
could begin signing their friends’ 
yearbooks to commemorate this 
wonderful day. Without the help 
of the HSA and parent 
volunteers, this day would not 
have been possible. Once again, 
we see parents and teachers 
working together to provide the 
very best for our students!  

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

What a fantastic 2016-2017 school year it 
has been. Our children have grown in 
their academic skills, made new friends, 
and created fond memories that I hope 
will be with them for a lifetime. 
 
On behalf of the teaching and support 
staff of Woods Road, I would like to thank 
you for continuing to support your child’s 
efforts. The staff has done an excellent 
job of supporting our students and 
parents. I am enormously proud of the 
accomplishments of our students and 
faculty. Special thanks to our energetic 
and supportive HSA. Without their 
dedication and commitment, many 
activities would not have been possible. 
Thank you to everyone who has given 
their time, talents, and treasures to 
support and improve our school. We could 
not possibly operate without the support of 
our parents and volunteers who give with 
a generous loving heart.  
 

As part of an annual tradition, Woods 
Road 4th grade students took the lead on 
a community service project under the 
direction of Ms. Bonick and parent, Mrs. 
Weintraub. This year's project was an Art 
Supply Drive, held in conjunction with 
Woods Road Third Annual Art 
Extravaganza on Friday, May 18. Woods 
Road families were asked to bring a 
variety of art supplies to benefit the 
ArtWorks Foundation, which provides art 
supplies and workshops to children 
suffering from chronic illnesses, as well as 
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their siblings. Fourth grade students 
participated as: 
Art Spokespersons - they traveled to 
pre-school through 3rd grade classes 
to inform their schoolmates about the 
art supply drive and the ArtWorks 
Foundation. 
Broadcast Announcers - some 
students made announcements over 
the PA system throughout the week. 
Helpers - assisted in the collection 
of art supplies donations at the art 
show; helped with the inventory and 
packed supplies for delivery. 
 
We raised a total of $300 and a lot of 
art supplies.  
 
On June 14, we celebrated Flag Day 
with our annual ceremony. Students 
sang patriotic songs such as My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee, 50 Nifty, Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, and Proud to be an 
American to name a few. This day also 
served as a wrap up celebration for 
our character education study of 
Citizenship. 
 
Along with Flag Day celebrations, 
other special events that took place 
during the month of June included our 
50th Anniversary celebration, WRS 
Field Day, Young Authors Day, and 
4th Grade Day. 
 
This is the time of the year that we 
celebrate those educators and staff 
members that will be retiring and thank 
them for all their dedicated years of 
s e rv i ce  t o  t h e  s tu den t s  o f 
Hillsborough Township. Mrs. Kathy 
Gangwer, Mrs. Debbie Miller, Mrs. 
Marybeth Loughlin, Mrs. Margie, 
Schaefer, and Mrs. Sue Anderson will 
be retiring from Woods Road. Our 
school family bids a fond farewell to 
these fabulous five as they begin their 
retirement. We would like to thank 

these staff members for their 
dedication and commitment to 
the Woods Road school family. We 
wish all five of these outstanding staff 
members good health and happiness 
as they begin this new phase of their 
lives. 
 
Finally, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to our graduating 4th grade 
students who are now moving up to 
Auten Road Intermediate School.  
Good luck! Please continue to make 
us proud, and always remember, 
“Show character each day, it’s the 
Wildcat Way!” 
 

Woods Road School….is Cool  

http://www.artworksfoundation.org


Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

Biddulph, Ms. Meyer, Mrs. Furtis, Ms. 
Raymond and Ms. Morgan. 
 
5th Graders Celebrate Colonial Day 
On May 19, 5th graders were sent back 
in time to experience the life of the 
Colonists during our annual Colonial 
Day! Throughout the day, students 
rotated through different stations taught 
by our talented staff, including: drafting 
of silhouettes, cross-stitching, and 
constructing whirligigs. Students 
continued their celebration through 
lunch! In addition to their traditional 
selections, Sodexo provided students 
with a Colonial option of barbequed 
chicken, cornbread, and fresh fruit. The 
day earned a resounding “Huzzah!” from 
all! 
 
Musical Performances at ARIS – 
Congratulations to all of our 5th and 6th 
grade budding musicians for truly 
wonderful performances this Spring.  
Thank you also to Mr. Angelone, Ms. 
Chaya, Ms. Lansberry, Ms. Nichols, Ms. 
Petrucelli, and Ms. Strunk for allowing 
our students to showcase their musical 
skills and abilities! As a special note: On 
behalf of the ARIS Instrumental Music 
Team, congratulations to Angela Noh, 
Alex Ruiter, and Marcus Coyle for being 
nominated for the Gary T. Smith 
Outstanding Musical Achievement 
Award. And a special congratulations to 
Alex Duma and Eric Duma for for 
receiving this year’s 2017 Gary T. Smith 
Outstanding Musical Achievement 
Award!   
 
ARIS Earns Award for Hillsborough 
HOP—On June 3, many 5th and 6th 

Mini-Raider 
S h a r k 
T a n k — O n 
M a y  3 , 
Auten Road 
hosted its 

inaugural “Mini-Raider” Shark Tank Event! 
The evening event had 36 student exhibits 
that focused on inventions to help the 
environment. At the conclusion of the 
evening, three exhibits were selected to the 
Shark Tank Finale. Congratulations to all of 
our students who participated in the event.  
And a special congratulations to Diana 
Nejand, Eshaan Debnath, and Venya 
Bhardwa for earning top inventions! This 
event also raised over $300 for the 
Hillsborough Food Pantry! 
 
Auten Road Gives Back Talent Show- On 
May 4, ARIS hosted its Annual Talent Show. 
Along with a truly amazing cast of 
performers, donations to attend the show 
raised nearly $500 which was donated to 
the BoroSafe. Congratulations to all of our 
student performers: Alex Kuzian, Sravya 
Cheruvu, Akshara Anand, Thomas Walega, 
Manu Tata, Anna Sun, Kylie Hauser, 
Isabella Lotito, Jordan Cerenzio, Hansini 
Wadan, Max Chan, Ellie Beder, Tyler 
Kennette, Gabriel Chao, Scarlett Bottone, 
Emily Rosalli, Danielle Valis, Erin Rawles, 
Isabella Moya-Carneiro, Natalia Mathews, 
Vivek Nagarajan, Danielle Biondi, Preksha 
Chandrashekaran, Mackenzie Anderson, 
Samarth Ramaswamy, Eliza Madore, 
Gianna Gaeta, Katina Coyle, Samantha 
Viscel, Juliania Shyprykevych, Esha 
Puntambekar, Sinara Sood, Anjali 
Panchedula, Lily Snyder, Gabrielle 
Hamilton, Tommy Rice, Patrick Irwin, Marco 
Deltoro, Jake Susan, Corey Bessasparis, 
Patrick McCarthy, and Matthew Arment.   
 
Thank you also to the ARIS staff for their 
time and support! Ms. Ferretti, Ms. Moltane, 
Mrs. Sheer, Ms. Williams, Mr. Casey, Mr. 
Corr, Ms. Lavell, Ms. Hughes, Mrs. 

graders participated in the annual 
Hillsborough YMCA Hop 5K. For the 
fourth time in six years Auten Road had 
the highest participation rate of all the 
Hillsborough schools which earned 
A R I S  t h e  " H o p p y "  a w a r d . 
Congratulations to all of our students 
and staff who participated!   
 
Annual 6th Grade Field Trip to 
Forest Lodge – On June 14, the entire 
6th grade class visited Forest Lodge 
(Warren, NJ) as a year-end class trip/
team building event. The trip was a 
huge success and students and staff 
had an enjoyable time playing 
cooperative games/sports, swimming, 
and spending time with friends. On 
behalf of the entire faculty and staff at 
ARIS, we wish our 6th graders a safe 
and enjoyable summer and much 
success next school year at 
Hillsborough Middle School!  
 
HSA Sponsored Carnival – On June 
12, all students at ARIS were treated to 
a year-end carnival, provided by the 
Auten Road Home and School 
Association. Thank you again to each 
of our parent volunteers and the Home 
and School Association for this truly 
wonderful day of fun and celebration!   
 
On behalf of the entire faculty and staff 

at Auten Road we wish 
everyone a safe and 
enjoyable summer! 
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Eighth Grade Class Trip 
Hillsborough Middle School concluded 
the year with another fun-filled 8th 
grade class trip to historic Gettysburg, 
PA and Hershey Park. This year’s trip 
involved over 550 students, teachers, 
and parent chaperones for the two- 
day adventure. At Gettysburg National 
Military Park, students toured the 
museum gallery of interactive 
programs and exhibits featuring the 
largest collection of civil war relics in 
America along with the Gettysburg 
Cyclorama that dramatically depicts 
“Pickett’s Charge,” and an Imax film 
entitled “A New Birth of Freedom,” 
which describes the historical context 
of the American Civil War, the 
signif icance of the Batt le of 
Gettysburg, and Lincoln’s address to 
the nation that founded Gettysburg as 
a national memorial. National Park 
Rangers accompanied students on 
guided tours of the park grounds 
bringing the events from 1863 back to 
life. 
 
From Gettysburg, we arrived at our 
hotel where students dressed up for 
an evening dinner-dance celebration. 
The next day brought a hearty 
breakfast and a short ride to Hershey 
Park for a day of roller coasters 
including Storm Runner, Great Bear, 
Fahrenheit, and the Roller Soaker.  
Less adventurous types enjoyed a few 

shows, played arcade games, or just 
lounged in the newly expanded water 
park, the Boardwalk, with its wave 
pool and Intercoastal Waterway. The 
HMS Class of 2017 enjoyed a great 
trip that forged lasting memories, 
friendships, and so much more.  
 
Softball Champs! 
Congratulations to the HMS Softball 
Team and Coach Rosenblum on 
their undefeated season and 5th 
consecutive championship year in 
the Central Jersey 
J u n i o r  S c h o o l 
Athletic Association 
Softball League. 
 
HMS ShakesPeer 
Society 
Members of the HMS 
ShakesPeer Society 
with adviser Mrs. 
Simons reprised their 
c o n t e m p o r a r y 
interpretation of 
S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s 
“ T r o i l u s  a n d 
Cressida” for family 
and friends at HMS. 
T h e  s t u d e n t s 

performed earlier this year at the NJ 
Shakesperience Festival at Drew 
University and at Somerset County 
Teen Arts Festival last month. 
 
HMS Students Perform National 
Anthem 
Members of the HMS Chorale, Band 
and Orchestra performed the Star 
Spangled Banner to open the 
Somerset Patriots Game at TD Bank 
Ballpark in Bridgewater on June 
13th.   



The final months of a school year in a high 
school usually have many wonderful things 
happening, and the end of the 2016-2017 
school year certainly attests to that fact as 
Hillsborough High School staff and students 
excelled with a wide array of 
accomplishments. 

 
Of the 18 HHS students who auditioned for 
All-State Choir this year, 13 were chosen. 
Congratulations to the students accepted to 
Mixed Choir: Leena Baloch, Evan 
Centofanti, Erin Chang (scored 2nd in State), 
Matthew Conlon, Jillian Cuzzolino, Ryan 
Honwad (scored 16th in State), Rebecca 
Letts (scored 22nd in State), Hanxi (Gloria) 
Ma (scored 24th in State), Megha Sawhney 
(scored 12th in State), and Madison 
Sheehan. Congratulations to the students 
selected for Treble Choir: Amira Ali, Maya 
Wagner, and Sruti Yanamandra. Choral 
teacher Julianna LoBiondo is also to be 
congratulated for the work she did to 
prepare her students for inclusion in this 
competitive and prestigious program. 
 
Jason Smith (sophomore) received the 
2017 New Jersey State Governor's 
Jefferson Award for volunteerism at a Gala 
at the Newark Museum on June 19 and a 
Proclamation from the mayor on April 25 for 
his dedication to community service. He 
was nominated for 10 years of dedication 
and leadership to the Backpacking for 
Others program and has distributed over 
2000 backpacks filled with school supplies 
to children in need throughout NJ. 
 
Mrs. Cathy Zavacki, HHS chemistry 
teacher, was awarded the ACS division of 
Chemical Education Middle Atlantic Region 

Award for 
Excellence 
in High 
S c h o o l 
Teach ing , 
h a v i n g 
earned the 
qua l i f y ing 

award at the state level last year. Mrs. 
Zavacki received a plaque and a $1000 
award to continue her teaching efforts, 
which were presented on June 5 at the 
ACS Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting 
held in Hershey, PA. Mrs. Zavacki is 
pictured with Mr. Pat Confalone, the Chair 
of the Board of Directors for the ACS. 
 
Several teachers, working with the Institute 
of Play, provided students with an 
authentic assessment final exam project 
this year. Students were asked to identify 
and research a social issue or need within 
the town of Hillsborough as well as to 
propose solutions that may have actual 
applications within the township. Local 
officials attended the poster presentations, 
and some of the groups, including those 
that presented their “Beautiful Boro: 
Murals and Gardens" and “Adopt a 
Grandparent” ideas,  have been invited to 
give a presentation to the Township 
Administrator and his team with the 
possibility that their classwork will become 
an actual reality in town. 
 
Students from Mrs. Meyer’s AP Chemistry 
classes converged at Princeton University 
on June 10 for “Chemagination,” a 
competition sponsored by the American 
Chemical Society. Winners of last year’s 
competition were invited to compete at 
t he  M idd le  A t lan t i c  Reg iona l 
Chemagination Competition held in 
Hershey, PA. Prior to the competition, the 
teams of students brainstormed how a 
current innovation in the field of chemistry 
might impact lives 25 years in the 
future. They then submitted a feature 
article along with a cover design 
a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n 
in ChemMatters, a high school science 
magazine. The articles were evaluated by 

several doctorate-level judges. The 
second phase of the competition was a 
poster presentation, in which the students 
defended the underlying science of the 
innovation as they were interviewed by 
multiple judges. HHS Award Winners of 
the 15th Annual Chemagination 
Competition, sponsored by the Princeton 
and Trenton Sections of the ACS, include: 
 

 M e d i c i n e / H e a l t h 
category: 1st Place: “The Captivating 
Chemistry behind CRISPR” by Ishita 
Agarwal, Melissa Sun, Gabrielle 
Bogut 

 N e w  M a t e r i a l s  c a t e g o r y :  
1s t  Place: “The Grasp of 
Graphene” by Roman Trevino, Curtis 
Chen, Elias Winters 

 E n v i r o n m e n t  c a t e g o r y :  
2n d  Place: “Applications of 
Nanotechnology for Limit ing 
Greenhouse Gases” by Shridhar 
Parthasarathy, Vedant Chintawar, 
Rohan Singh 

 
HHS Award Winners of the Middle Atlantic 
Regional Competition of the ACS include, 
in the New Materials category, 1st Place 
winners for “Superconductor of the Future: 
Stanene” by Eshaan Soman, Rahul Patel, 
and Lokraj Srinivasan. Pictured, (photo 1) 

Melissa Sun, 
I s h i t a 
A g a r w a l , 
a n d 
G a b r i e l l e 
Bogut (left to 
right) and 
(photo 2) 
R o m a n 
Trevino and 
Curtis Chen 
(left to right) 
display their 
posters. 
 
I n  M s . 

Michelle Wetzel's Exploring Journalism 
class this semester, students wrote feature 

(Continued on page 11) 

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal 
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Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert (continued) 

articles highlighting school and community 
events, organizations or people. When Ms. 
Wetzel suggested a few local events, 
Freshman Kaitlyn Dundorf was interested to 
find out more about a new chapter of The 
Sisterhood of the Salaam Shalom forming in 
H i l l s b o r o u g h .  S O S S  i s  a n 
international organization dedicated to 
bringing Muslim and Jewish women together 
in an effort to stop discrimination. Kaitlyn 
attended the first meeting of the new chapter 
where she interviewed the participants and 
observed the interactions among the women 
present, honing her skills in journalism. 
Kaitlyn's well-written article and writing talent 
captured the interest of the organization and 
was published on the Sisterhood of the 
Salaam Shalom website. 
 
This spring, the Preschool Child classes, the 
Wood Tech classes, and the Lil' Raiders 
Preschool worked together to build a sensory 
garden. In the garden, there are plants of all 
types purposely placed to stimulate all five 
senses: taste, touch, smell, sound, and sight. 
The Wood Tech students built garden boxes 
and leveled the ground, while the preschool 
children helped to plant and water everything 
that was donated by HHS families and staff 
members. With this type of teamwork and 
cross-curricular connections, this garden is 
bound to bring joy for years to come! 
 
AP Italian student Matthew Sanders was one 
of 20 students in the Tri-State area to win the 
IACE (Italian American Committee on 

Education) scholarship for study in Narni, 
Italy. It was truly a well-deserved 
honor. Good luck ("In bocca al lupo!") to 
Matthew in his studies abroad. In addition, 
the AP Italian students participated in the 
IACE online photo competition. The topic 
was "Food in Focus: Bringing People 
Together through Food." The competition 
offered some wonderful prizes including 
dinner at the famous "EATALY" in 
NYC. Vittoria Realbuto's photo was 
selected as an honored photograph and 
will be displayed at the Eataly in 
NYC! Brava, Vittoria! 
 

Derek Li, the 
captain of the 
Hillsborough High 
School 2017 Boys 
Golf team, earned 
second p lace 
medalist honors at 
the Group IV 

North 1 and 2 State Sectional tournament. 
At the Tournament of Champions, he 
played in steady rain on May 22 at the 
Hopewell Valley CC, where he shot 82 to 
finish in the top half of an exceptionally 
strong field. 
 
Joyce Lu was selected as one of the ten 
MyCentralJersery.com Academic All-Stars 
for 2017. Her accomplishments, as well as 
those of the other nine students 
nominated, were celebrated in a front-
page feature (read more: Academic All-

Stars) from the June 11 Courier News 
and Home News Tribune. 
 
Under the direction of Nicholas Clipperton 
and Faith Wight, the Tri-M Music and 
National Art Honor Societies inducted 35 
new members on Thursday, May 18. All 
of the members teamed up and 
continued their tradition of making 
amazingly decorated cakes for the 
reception following the ceremony. Tri-M 
performed the Star Spangled Banner, 
presidents of both Honor Societies made 
speeches recalling all of the successes of 
each group throughout this past year, all 
members were formally introduced, and 
an enjoyable, celebratory evening was 
had by all. 
 
The culminating event of every high 
school’s year is the annual graduation 
c e r e m o n y  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e 
accomplishments of the students who 
have worked so diligently to earn their 
coveted high school diploma. Held at the 
Sun National Bank Center in Trenton, this 
year’s commencement exercises honored 
532 graduates from the HHS Class of 
2017. The ceremony, led by Principal 
Bingert, included speeches from 
valedictorian Joyce Lu, salutatorian 
Chitra Parikh, class president Jay Raje, 
Superintendent Jorden Schiff, and Board 
P r e s i d e n t  G r e g o r y  G i l l e t t e . 
Congratulations to the members of the 
Class of 2017! Go forth into this world 
and do wonderful, meaningful things! 

Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal (continued) 

 
 

contributed so much to HES and has 
been a wonderful resource for our 
students. Although we will miss them, we 
wish them new adventures under starry 
skies that always remind them of their 
days at HES! 
 

Have a great summer! See 
you in September! 

http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/education/in-our-schools/2017/06/09/central-jerseys-2017-academic-all-stars/363768001/
http://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/news/education/in-our-schools/2017/06/09/central-jerseys-2017-academic-all-stars/363768001/
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
July 17—BOE Meeting 
Aug. 21—BOE Meeting 
Sept. 5—Inservice Day 
Sept. 6—Inservice Day 
Sept. 7—First Day of School for Students  
Sept. 11—BOE Meeting 
Sept. 21—Schools Closed 
Sept. 25—BOE Meeting 
Oct. 6—Half day/Inservice 
Oct. 9—BOE Meeting 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us, for additional events and details.  

Life Skills — Mrs. Minda Maggio, District Coordinator 

1. Volunteering time makes you feel like 
you have more time. 
2. Volunteering your skills helps you devel-
op new skills. 
3. Volunteering your body helps you have 
a healthier body. 
4. Volunteering your experience helps 
build your experience. 
5. Volunteering your love, makes you feel 
more love. 
 
(Taken from Forbes article “5 Surprising 
Benefits of Volunteering”   http://
w w w . f o r b e s . c o m / s i t e s /
nextavenue/2015/03/19/5-surprising-
benefits-of-volunteering/) 
 
From the bottom of my heart, I would like 
to thank the following individuals who coor-
dinate these important programs in our 
schools.  And thank you to ALL the par-
ents who participate in the Life Skills pro-
gram.   

 
LIFE SKILLS: 
Amsterdam:  Jen Wilke and Craig Jeremi-
ah 
HES:  Michele Amato 
Sunnymead:  Kristen Albert 
Triangle:  Tara McCarthy 
Woodfern:  Dora Szep and Michelle Drab 
Woods Road:  Allison Skobo 
ARIS:  Eileen Esposito  
 
RED RIBBON WEEK: 
Amsterdam:  Julie Kosakowski   
HES:  Michelle Daly 
Sunnymead:  Christine Teixeira 
Triangle:  Tamar Yarkoni 
Woodfern:  Dora Szep 
Woods Road:  Jessica Snowdon 
ARIS:  Linda Cummings  
Girl Scout Coordinator:  Jessica Zendt 
 
Thank you! 
 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes (continued) 

However your family chooses to spend 
the summer, be sure to make it healthy, 
meaningful, and fun!   
 

Remember to READ, READ, and 
READ some more!  Building fluency 
and stamina will pay dividends in the 
upcoming school year as related to all 
content areas by specifically building 

vocabulary, comprehension skills, 
and developing an understanding of 
writing craft.  The memories created 
today will be with you long after this 
summer comes to a close. 

As we wind down another school year, I want-
ed to thank the volunteers who make the Life 
Skills program a success in our district.   We 
are so fortunate in Hillsborough for the volun-
teerism that takes place.  There are over 275 
parent volunteers who help make these pro-
grams successful and touch the lives of our 
children with important life lessons.  We are a 
better community and school district because 
of our volunteers.   
 
The power of volunteering has been document-
ed for the last 2,500+ years and some recent 
research is shedding even more light onto its  
surprising benefits.  Science now proves what 
great leaders and philosophers have known for 
some time:  “He or she who serves almost 
always benefits more than he or she who is 
served.” 
 
Here are five surprising benefits of volunteer-
ing:   

 

http://www.htps.us/
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

